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Seaham  Harbour  Urban  District  Council. 


- ♦ - 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting-  my  Annual  Report  for  1920. 

Population,  &c.,  at  Census  1841—1911. 

1841,2,036;  1851,4,624;  1861,6,137;  1871,7,132; 
1881,  7,714  ;  1891,  9,044. 

1901 

Population — 10, 163 

Increase  between  1891  and  1901 — 1,119 
Percentage  of  increase — 12 '3 
Area  in  acres — 1,101 
Number  of  persons  per  acre — 9 '2 
Number  of  inhabited  houses — 1,313 
Number  of  persons  per  house — 7 '7 

1911. 

Population— 15,759. 

Increase  between  1901  and  1911 — 5,596 

Percentage  of  increase — 55 

Area  in  acres— 1,101 

Number  of  persons  per  acre — 14 '3 

Families  of  separate  occupiers — 3,169 

Number  of  persons  per  house — 4 '9 

Seaham  Harbour  is  a  seaport  town,  six  miles  south  of 
Sunderland,  founded  in  1828  by  Charles  William,  Marquis  of 
Londonderry,  K.G. 

It  is  built  on  clay  soil  and  stands  about  70  feet  above  sea 
level. 

The  inhabitants  belong  chiefly  to  the  working  class,  the 
principal  industries  being  coal  mining  and  the  manufacture  of 
glass  bottles. 


With  the  exception  of  persons  (250  in  number)  receiving 
poor  law  relief,  gratuitous  hospital  and  other  forms  of  medical 
relief  are  not  utilised  as  the  workmen  subscribe  generously  to 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  the  Children’s  Hospital,  and  the  Eye 
Infirmary,  Sunderland. 

A  motor  ambulance,  a  horse  ambulance,  and  a  fever  van 
are  available  for  conveying  persons  to  hospital. 

The  assessable  value  is  £44,040,  and  the  rateable  value 
£46,102. 

The  population  (estimated)  is  18,200. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Administrative  Co.  of  Durham 

Seaham  Harbour. 

Birth-rate 

30  02 

35-2 

Death-rate 

12  31 

16  3 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

1  00 

21 

Smallpox 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.10 

Nil. 

Diphtheria  .. 

0-17 

01 

Enteric  Fever 

001 

Nil. 

Measles 

0-20 

0  9 

Whooping  Cough 

01 1 

005 

Diarrhoea  (under  2) 

0-38 

OS 

„  (over  2)  ... 

008 

01 

Phthisis 

0-75 

0  8 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 

2-55 

3  9 

Influenza 

0-23 

0  1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

106 

124 
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Births. 

The  number  registered  was  641,  as  compared  with  501 
in  the  previous  year.  Of  these  births  329  were  male  and  312 
female,  and  26  were  illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  was  35.2,  as  against  28.0  in  the  previous 
year  and  47.6  for  1902. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  registered 
in  each  month  : — 


Months. 

Male. 

Female. 

Monthly 

Totals. 

January  .  . 

33 

31 

64 

February... 

24 

31 

55 

March 

37 

29 

66 

April 

39 

29 

68 

May 

32 

31 

63 

June 

28 

17 

45 

July 

19 

30 

49 

August 

23 

22 

45 

September 

22 

19 

41 

October  ... 

28 

21 

49 

November 

19 

24 

43 

December 

25 

28 

53 

Yearly  Totals  ... 

329 

312 

641 
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Deaths. 

298  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  this  District  occurred, 
which  gives  a  mortality  rate  of  16.3  as  against  12.5  for  the 
previous  year,  and  25.9  for  1901. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  was  260. 

The  deaths  of  persons  under  5  years  of  age  numbered 
115,  and  those  of  5  and  upwards  numbered  183. 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district, 
80  were  under  1  year  of  age,  35  between  1  and  5  years,  39 
between  5  and  25  years,  73  between  25  and  65  years,  and  71 
from  65  upwards.  167  were  male  and  131  female. 

94  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year, 
83  during  the  second  quarter,  45  during  the  third  quarter,  and 
76  during  the  fourth  quarter. 

Of  persons  belonging  to  the  district,  10  died  at 
Easington,  7  in  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland,  1  in 
Mowbray  House,  Sunderland,  3  in  the  War  Hospital, 
Sunderland,  1  in  the  Throat  Hospital,  Newcastle,  4  in  the 
Children’s  Hospital,  Sunderland,  1  in  Sherburn  Hospital,  4  at 
New  Seaham,  4  at  Murton,  1  at  Watlington,  and  2  at 
London. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate — The  following  deaths  occurred 
from  Zymotic  diseases  : — Measles,  18;  Whooping  Cough,  1; 
Diphtheria,  2;  Enteritis,  19;  a  total  of  40,  which  gives  a 
Zymotic  death  rate  of  2‘1,  as  compared  with  0  6  in  the 
previous  year,  when  there  was  only  one  death  from  measles. 

The  following  tables  give  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at 
death  during  the  year  1920,  and  the  deaths  from  Zymotic 
diseases  for  each  year  since  1901. 
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Cause  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occurring  wi.hin 
or  without  the  District. 

Total  Deaths  whether  of 
“Residents”  or  “non- 

Residents”  in  Instituti  >ns 

in  the  District. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1. 

1  and  under  2. 

2  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

16  and  under  25. 

26  and  under  45. 

46  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Enteric  Fever . 

Small-pox . 

Measles . 

18 

1 

11 

4 

2 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Whooping  Cough . 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup . 

2 

1 

1 

Influenza . 

3 

1 

2 

Erysipelas . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) . 

16 

4 

6 

5 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis . 

5 

1 

3 

1 

Other  Tubercul  us  Disea.  es 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  Disease.. 

15 

1 

1 

6 

7 

Rheumatic  Fever . 

2 

1 

1 

Meningitis . 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease. ... 

28 

3 

1 

2 

7 

15 

Bronchitis.-. . 

40 

19 

4 

1 

3 

1 

6 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . 

31 

7 

5 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

2 

Other  Diseases  of 

Respiratory  Organs . 

Diairhoea  and  Enter. ti,.... 

19 

14 

2 

2 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver . 

1 

1 

Alcoholism . 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

Disease . 

Puerperal  Fever . 

Other  Accidents  and 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy 

and  Parturition . 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  including 

Premature  Birth . 

34 

34 

Violent  Deaths,  excl.td.ng 

Suicide . 

6 

i 

3 

1 

1 

Suicide . 

Other  Defined  Diseases... 

73 

3 

1 

2 

5 

9 

15 

38 

Diseases  ill-defined  or 

Unknown . 

Totals 

298 

80 

25 

10 

20 

19 

30 

43 

71 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  from 
Zymotic  Diseases  during  the  years 
I90NI920  inclusive. 


Year 

Enteric  Fever 

|  Measles 

Diptheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Enteritas 

Whooping  Cough 

Total 

Rate 

1901 

5 

10 

3 

3 

19 

4 

44 

43 

1902 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

10 

09 

1903 

4 

8 

10 

10 

1 

5 

2 

40 

30 

1904 

1 

8 

1 

9 

19 

18 

1905 

10 

1 

24 

2 

37 

3'3 

1906 

25 

25 

22 

1907 

1 

22 

3 

1 

11 

38 

3'2 

1908 

5 

1 

1 

16 

5 

28 

22 

1909 

4 

16 

2 

8 

30 

21 

1910 

7 

1 

1 

10 

1 

20 

1-3 

1911 

3 

4 

1 

46 

9 

63 

3'3 

1912 

8 

13 

6 

27 

16 

1913 

1 

14 

1 

2 

21 

4 

43 

23 

1914 

2 

2 

3 

30 

37 

20 

1915 

17 

4 

1 

1 

26 

4 

53 

2'8 

1916 

2 

1 

15 

2 

20 

10 

1917 

15 

19 

1 

35 

23 

1918 

1 

2 

2 

9 

1 

15 

10 

1919 

1 

1 

6 

4 

12 

08 

1920 

18 

2 

19 

1 

40 

2’1 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY.— This  is  measured  by 

the  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  children 
born  alive  during  the  year. 

80  Deaths  occurred,  as  compared  with  46  in  the  previous 
year.  This  gives  a  mortality  rate  of  124,  as  against  106  for 
the  Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  during  1920  and  previous 
years  were  : — 


1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

Premature  birth... 

12 

6 

18 

9 

18 

8 

6 

16 

14 

16 

Congenital  defects 

9 

3 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

0 

5 

Congenital  debility 

26 

20 

20 

14 

16 

13 

9 

8 

5 

13 

Measles  ... 

0 

3 

2 

1 

5 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Diarrhoeal  diseases 

31 

10 

16 

19 

17 

11 

7 

5 

5 

14 

Tubercular  diseases 

3 

5 

3 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Acute  respiratory 

diseases 

23 

22 

21 

21 

23 

11 

15 

10 

io 

26 

Convulsions 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

1 

Other  causes 

10 

8 

14 

6 

6 

8 

2 

6 

8 

3 

109 

78 

101 

74 

90 

55 

42 

48 

46 

80 

Infant  mortality 

rate  ... 

196 

128 

163 

122 

162 

130 

116 

105 

90 

124 

Premature  birth,  Congenital  debility,  and  Congenital 
defects,  were  responsible  for  34  deaths,  as  compared  with  15 
in  the  previous  year. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  a  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centre  has  now  been  established  in  this  area. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at, 
death  of  all  infants  under  1  year  of  age. 
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under  1 

Small-pox 

/Chicken-pox 

1  Measles 

.  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

i  Diphtheria  and  Croup  .. 
(Whooping-cough 

• 

l 

1 

j  Diarrhoea 
(Enteritis 

1 

8 

3 

2 

14 

(Tuberculous  Meningitis  .. 

-  Abdominal  Tuberculosis.. 

(  Other  Tuberculous  Dis’se 

1 

1 

(Congenital  Malformation 

i 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

Premature  Birth 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 

13 

1 

1 

15 

1 

16 

(  Marasmus  ... 

4 

2 

6 

4 

1 

2 

13 

Atelectasis 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 
Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tubercu- 

lous) 

Convulsions 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

5 

6 

4 

2 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 
Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

• 

1 

3 

1 

2 

7 

Other  causes 

2 

2 

18 

2 

3 

3 

26 

12 

21 

14 

7 

80 

Births  during  the  year 


I 


Legitimate. ..615 
Illegitimate. ..26 


Deaths  during  the  year 


Legitimate  infants. -.74 
Illegitimate  infants. ..6. 


Infectious  Diseases. 
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69  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  77  in  the  previous  year. 

Smallpox. — No  case  of  this  disease  occurred,  and  no 
vaccinations  were  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under 
the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

I  would  again  impress  upon  parents  the  necessity  of 
having  their  children  vaccinated,  as  there  is  (owing  to  the 
action  of  conscientious  objectors)  a  grave  danger  of  smallpox 
becoming  epidemic. 

Diphtheria. — 2  cases  occurred  and  terminated  fatally. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 14  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with 
26  in  the  previous  year.  The  type  was  mild.  No  deaths 
occurred,  and  there  were  no  ‘  return  cases.” 

Enteric  Fever.- — I  am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of 
this  disease  occurred. 

Measles  was  again  epidemic  and  caused  17  deaths. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 10  cases  were  notified,  as 
compared  with  14  in  the  previous  year.  The  disease  was 
cured  in  every  instance  without  permanent  injury. 

Influenza  was  not  seriously  epidemic  at  any  time  during 
the  year.  3  cases  of  this  disease  terminated  fatally. 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). —  21  cases  were 
notified,  as  against  23  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these  persons 
3  were  between  5  and  15  years  of  age;  4  between  15  and  25 
years;  11  between  25  and  45  years;  and  3,  45  years  and 
upwards.  16  deaths  occurred,  equal  to  a  mortality  rate  of 
0'8.  Patients  received  treatment  at  Sanitoria  in  the  County, 
at  the  dispensary,  31  West  Sunniside,  Sunderland,  in 
addition  to  domicilliary  treatment.  I  have  found  infected 
persons  anxious  to  avail  themselves  of  the  treatment  provided. 

Venereal  Diseases. — Infected  persons  are  sent  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland,  and  placed  under  the  Medical 
Officer  in  charge  of  the  Clinic.  The  days  and  hours  are  : — 
Males — Monday,  6‘30p.m.;  Thursday,  10  a.m.:  Friday,  2'30 
p.m. ;  and  Saturday,  10  a.m.  Females — Tuesday,  10  a.m. 
and  Wednesday,  2 '30  p.m. 

Epidemic  Enteritis  caused  19  deaths,  16  cf  which  were 
under  2  years  of  age. 
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Puerperal  Fever. — No  case  occurred. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  hospital  has  been  kept  in  good 
order.  6  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted.  No  death 
occurred. 

Smallpox  Hospital.— No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the 
hospital,  and  consequently  only  persons  of  the  same  sex  could 
be  treated  at  the  same  time  Owing  to  the  danger  of  an 
epidemic  of  Smallpox,  the  tenant  of  the  hospital  has  received 
notice  to  quit  so  that,  if  a  case  should  happen  to  occur,  the 
patient  could  be  promptly  isolated. 

Precautions  against  Infection. — 38  lots  of  bedding  were 
stoved  or  destroyed,  and  39  houses  disinfected.  Disinfectants 
were  supplied  free  of  charge  to  all  infected  houses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year  :  — 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1920. 
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Housing. 
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New  Buildings. — During-  the  last  ten  years  the  number 
of  houses  built  annually  was  : — 1912,  138;  1913,  76;  1914,  61; 
1915,  11;  1916,  1;  1917,  0;  1918,  0;  1919,  0;  1920,  1. 

Total  Number  of  Houses. — The  number  of  dwelling 
houses  in  the  District  is  2,438.  Of  these  2,371  are  what  are 
described  as  working  class  houses. 

Overcrowding. — The  number  of  tenements  with  more 
than  two  occupants  per  room  is  364,  and  the  total  number  of 
occupiers,  2,558. 

The  number  of  houses  originally  intended  for  one  family 
only,  which  are  now  occupied  (without  having  been  specially 
adapted)  by  two  or  more  families  is  81. 


Areas  which  are  unhealthy  and  require  reconstuction  : 


NAME. 

AVERAGE. 

N JMBER  OF 

HOUSES. 

POPULATION. 

North  Terrace 

2'572 

98 

588 

North  Railway  Street  ... 

2749 

81 

486 

South  Railway  Street  . . . 

4 ’049 

88 

528 

Green  Street 

‘323 

38 

228 

Bottleworks  Road 

'944 

29 

174 

Totals 

10  637 

334 

2,004 

Insanitary  houses,  other  than  houses  in  the  unhealthy 
areas  : 

The  number  of  houses  which  are  not  and  cannot  be  made 
fit  for  human  habitation  is  115,  occupied  by  690  persons. 

The  number  of  houses  seriously  defective  which  can  be 
made  habitable  is  219. 

Closing  Orders,  etc. — Closing  orders  cannot  be  issued, 
or  structural  alterations  carried  out  until  houses  are  provided 
for  removals.  Minor  repairs  only  are  possible  and  these  are 
having  attention. 

Inspections- — 629  inspections  were  made  by  the  Council’s 
officials.  The  principal  defects  found  were  overcrowding 
general  dilapidation,  dampness,  back-to-back  dwellings,  ab¬ 
sence  of  pantry  accommodation,  etc. 
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Housing  Scheme. — The  Council  commenced  operations 
for  the  building  of  50  houses  by  direct  labour  on  August  4th 
last  year.  At  the  present  time  12  of  these  houses  are 
complete.  The  remaining  38  are  in  various  stages  of 
construction. 

The  site  is  in  Princess  Road,  on  which  eventually  272 
houses  will  be  built.  Both  sides  of  Princess  Road  will  be 
utilised — the  east  side,  which  was  formerly  gardens,  and  the 
west  side  which  is  pasture  and  was  previously  known  as  the 
Drill  Field  and  used  by  the  old  volunteers  for  many  years. 
The  land  was  obtained  from  Lord  Londonderry  at  about 
£250  per  acre. 

The  scheme  is  after  the  style  of  a  garden  village,  the 
houses  being  put  up  in  blocks  of  two  of  the  semi-detached 
type.  Each  house  will  have  about  200  square  yards  of 
garden,  ground  front  and  rear.  There  will  be  no  back  yards 
and  no  back  streets.  Coals,  &c.,  are  to  be  brought  along  a 
tarred  macadam  path  between  each  pair  of  villas.  There  is  to 
be  a  5-ft.  concrete  footpath  around  the  houses. 

The  front  streets  are  to  be  avenues,  set  off  with  a  5-ft.6in. 
grass  verge,  on  which  trees  will  be  planted.  The  gardens  are 
to  be  fenced  with  strained  wire,  stretched  from  re-inforced 
concrete  posts. 

Everything  approaching  extravagance  has  been  avoided, 
but  the  houses  are  neat  in  appearance.  As  regards  the 
exterior,  they  are  carried  out  in  red  facing  bricks  up  to  the 
height  of  the  first  sill,  and  the  portion  above  is  rough  casted 
with  Derbyshire  spar.  The  roofs  are  of  ordinary  slates  with 
brick  chimney  stacks,  and  finished  with  terra  c^tta  pots. 

As  far  as  the  interior  is  concerned,  every  consideration 
has  been  given  to  present  day  needs,  consistent  with  the 
limitations  of  cost.  The  accomodation  provided  is  five  rooms 
and  a  bathroom.  On  the  ground  floor  is  the  living  room,  the 
dimensions  of  which  are  13  ft.  by  11  ft.  6  in.  by  8  ft.  high. 
This  room  h  is  a  large  cupboard,  something  like  a  roomy  delf 
rack  and  dresser,  let  into  the  wall.  There  is  also  a  good 
pantry. 

Adjoining  is  the  combined  kitchen  and  scullery,  with 
large  cupboard,  set  pot  and  sink.  Leading  off  the  kitchen  is 
the  bath  room  with  bath  and  lavatory  basin,  hot  and  cold 
water  being  laid  on  to  each.  There  is  a  back  entrance  lobby 
leading  off  from  which  is  the  coalhouse  and  convenience,  the 
latter  being  on  the  water  carriage  system.  Outside  stands  the 
galvanised  iron  ashbin  for  scavenging  purposes. 
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On  the  first  floor  are  three  bedrooms.  The  largest 
bedroom  is  12  ft.  by  10  ft.  6  in.  by  8  ft.  high,  and  the  smallest 
8  ft.  6  in.  by  7  ft.  by  8  ft.  high.  The  latter  will  take  a  full 
sized  bed-  In  the  front  bedroom  is  a  commodious  linen 
cupboard,  and  the  back  bedroom  also  has  a  useful  wardrobe. 

The  dwellings  are  installed  with  gas  throughout,  and  all 
the  pipes  are  encased  in  wood  so  as  to  be  easily  accessible 
for  repairs.  There  is  a  picture  rail  in  every  room  except  the 
scullery.  Casement  windows  are  fitted  throughout. 

In  the  living  room  and  bath  room  Thermos  flooring  has 
been  laid  down.  This  is  a  red  composition  with  a  smooth 
surface,  and  it  is  claimed  that  if  it  is  done  up  with  bees’  wax 
and  kept  in  order  it  will  polish  and  look  exactly  like  linoleum. 
The  kitchen-scullery  has  an  ordinary  concrete  floor. 

Hot  water  is  supplied  to  the  bath,  lavatory  basin,  and 
sink  in  scullery,  by  means  of  a  back  boiler  in  the  kitchen 
range  and  a  circulating  water  cistern. 

The  work  is  being  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Council’s  engineer  and  surveyor,  Mr.  T.  A.  Lawton,  M. 
Inst.  M.E.,  and  Mr.  C.  P.  Witten,  clerk  of  works.  It  says  a 
great  deal  for  the  management  of  these  gentlemen  that  12 
houses  have  been  finished  in  six  months,  while  the  other  38 
are  mostly  in  an  advanced  stage. 

Apart  from  the  direct  labour  scheme,  33  houses  on  partly 
developed  sites  are  being  rapidly  completed  for  the  Council  by 
local  builders,  under  contract,  and  two  concrete  houses  have 
been  erected  by  Lord  Londonderry. 

The  direct  labour  houses  including  land,  streets,  sewers, 
professional  charges,  and  apportionment  of  plant,  are  to  cost 
11  all  in”  £978  each.  This  is  based  on  a  very  careful  estimate. 
The  Council  at  its  last  meeting  fixed  the  rents  for  these  houses 
at  10/-  per  week,  the  tenants  to  pay  rates,  water,  and 
inhabited  house  duty  in  addition,  making  a  total  of  about  14/6 
per  week. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  the  following  extract  from 
Dr.  T.  Eustace  Hill,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Council  : — 

“  Both  as  regards  the  rapidity  with  which  part  of 
the  scheme  has  been  completed  and  the  excellent 
accommodation  provided  in  the  houses  the  Seaham 
Harbour  District  Council  have  set  an  example  not  only 
to  other  sanitary  authorities  in  the  County  but  to  those 
in  the  Country  generally.” 


General  Sanitation , 
Shipping ,  etc. 
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Water. — The  Water  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water  Company  has  been  satisfactory.  The 
supply  is  continuous. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds- — There  are  two  dairy  farms, 
which  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  in  good  order. 

Milk  Shops  and  Milk  Supply  — The  milk  shops  have 
been  frequently  inspected,  and  found  in  good  condition.  All 
the  milk  sold  in  the  town  comes  from  outside  the  District, 
with  the  exception  of  what  is  supplied  by  the  two  dairy  farms 
above  mentioned.  Owing  to  the  shortage  of  fresh  milk  a 
large  quantity  of  dried  milk  has  been  consumed  in  the  town. 
It  can  be  obtained  at  wholesale  prices,  for  infants,  on 
application  to  the  Health  Visitor. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  14  on  the  register,  which 
have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  There  is  no  public  abattoir.  One  tuberculous 
carcase  was  condemned. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act.— The  taking  of  samples  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  weights  and  measures  to  the 
County  Council.  No  case  of  food  poisoning  occurred. 

Streets. — The  length  of  highways  repairable  by  the  local 
authority  is  13  miles.  Several  roads  and  streets  are  urgently 
in  need  of  repairs,  but  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
road  stone  the  work  could  not  be  carried  out.  The  roads  are 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  heavy  motor  traffic,  and  the 
Council  are  about  to  experiment  with  concrete  roads. 

Yards. — Owing  to  post-war  conditions  it  has  not  been 
found  possible  to  cement  defective  yards. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal-  -  The  new  scheme  of 
sewage  disposal  is  still  in  abeyance  as  the  work  could  not  be 
undertaken  at  the  present  time. 

Refuse. — There  are  in  the  area  1602  water-closets,  94 
pail  closets  and  762  ash-closets,  Four  ash-closets  were 
converted  into  water-closets. 

The  scavenging  is  done  by  the  Council’s  employees, 
horses  and  carts,  supplemented  by  hired  horses  and  drivers. 
The  work  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out. 
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The  refuse  (not  sorted,  about  19,000  tons  for  1920)  is 
carted  to  a  railway  siding,  tipped  into  waggons  and  conveyed 
to  the  south  side  of  the  District,  where  it  is  tipped  into  the 
sea  at  a  point  about  500  yards  from  the  nearest  dwelling  house. 

Trade  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council’s  workmen,  who 
also  scavenge  the  streets. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  3  in  the  District. 
They  have  been  frequently  inspected  and  found  in  as  good 
order  as  it  is  possible  to  keep  such  out-of-date  structures.  If 
other  accommodation  could  be  found  for  the  persons  who 
inhabit  two  of  these  houses  I  would  recommend  that  they 
be  closed.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  the  lodging 
houses. 

Schools. — There  are  6  elementary  schools  in  the  District, 
the  sanitary  conditions  of  which  are  satisfactory.  The 
children  are  inspected  by  a  school  medical  officer. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  in  the  town  10 
factories,  8  workshops,  15  workplaces,  and  21  bakehouses. 

They  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  in  good 
order. 

There  are  no  outworkers  and  no  underground  bakeries. 

Shipping. — The  following  tables  give  information 
regarding  shipping-  entering-  the  District  :  — 


Names  of  Vessels  arriving 
in  the  District 

Names  of  Vessels 
subjected  to  measures  of 
rat  destruction. 

Method 

Employed 

No  of 
rats 
killed. 

Plague 

infected. 

Plague 

suspected. 

Plague 

iufected 

Plague 

susp’ted 

Other 

Vessels 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Vessels  Loaded  at  Seaham  Harbour,  1920 


Ships  arriving-  in  port  with  a  “  suspect”  on  board  will  be 
sent  to  the  quarantine  station  (as  soon  as  the  dock  gates  are 
completed)  and  no  person  allowed  to  go  on  shore  until 
inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  on  a  ship  during 
the  year. 

The  exports  consist  of  coals  (332,853  tons  for  the  year) 
and  glass  bottles.  The  imports  consist  of  wood  only. 

Th  port  has  most  trade  with  London,  Ipswich,  Dover, 
Aberdeen,  Yarmouth,  Rouen,  Dunkirk,  Calais,  Antwerp, 
Christiania  and  Dieppe. 

Dr.  Yetts,  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  visited  the  port  and 
made  several  recommendations  which  are  having  attention. 

I  append  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Seaham  Harbour, 
February,  1921. 


LUKE  G.  DILLON. 


SUMMARY  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances’  Department  during  the  year  1920. 


(.—Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of 
Informal 
writ  ten 
Notices  by 
Inspector 

Number  of 
Formal 
Nonces  by 
order  of 
Authority 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated 
after 

Notice  | 

’Dwelling-houses  j  Foul  Conditions... 
and  |  Structural  Defects 

Schools  (  Overcrowding 

30 

30 

Lodging-houses  ... 

8 

8 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Cowsheds 

Bakehouses 

9 

9 

Slaughter-houses... 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

10 

10 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

4 

4 

Waterclosets 

31 

31 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

11 

11 

[Defective  Traps 

House  No  Disconnection  from 
Drainage  ,  Sewers 

( Other  Faults 

2 

23 

2 

23 

Water  Supply 

1 

1 

Pigsties  ... 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  ... 

3 

3 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

Smoke  Nuisances... 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

{Ash  Bins  required 

158 

150  • 

Totals 

290 

282 

’Cases  of  overcrowding  cannot  be  dealt  with  until  new  bouses  are 

completed. 

{Ash  bins  are  very  bad  to  obtain  at  present. 
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2— Water,  Food,  and  Drugs. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwholesome  Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  ... 

„  found  Adulterated 

Number 

2 

3 

3  Precautions  against  Infectious 

Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  ... 

38 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

39 

Schools  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons  or  things 

Convictions  ,,  „  ,,  ,, 

4  -  General. 

^Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year... 

1 

Number  of  such  houses  occupied  during  the  year 

1 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets  ... 

,,  „  Water-closets 

4 

Ash-closets  ,,  ,, 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District 

1602 

,,  Ash-closets  „ 

762 

„  Ashpit-privies  „ 

94 

‘There  are  at  present  48  houses  in  course  of  erection,  and  these 

will  be  ready  for  occupation  at  an  early  date. 

T.  A.  LAWTON,  M.  San.  I.  A.,  etc., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


18th  Jan.,  1921 . 


